RENAISSANCE  AND  REFORMATION

porations and the feudal rule of the medieval barons was
replaced by the administration of the Justices of the Peace,
local squires, who were responsible to the Court of the Star
Chamber, which in its turn * was responsible to the King's
Council. At the other end of the scale were the Petty Con-
stables (like Shakespeare's Dull and Dogberry) who executed
the orders of the Justices and, like them, were unpaid
amateurs.

This patriarchal despotism was an attempt to set up a new
sort of social solidarity in place of the decayed medieval
structure. The Tudor monarchs succeeded in infusing re-
markable vigour into the system, but everywhere it came
into collision with the new conception of the ownership of
property as an absolute right carrying no obligations, and in
the seventeenth century the power of the property owners
was to destroy the remains of the Tudor experiment. Henry
VII encouraged trade, and made commercial treaties with
foreign powers. The wool and cloth trades benefited espe-
cially by his policy, and the English became not only great
producers of wool (as they had been for centuries), but also
manufacturers and exporters of cloth. One of the results
was the conversion of much of the arable land into sheep
runs, and hence the depopulation of a large part of the
countryside and ever recurring distress among the peasant$3
leading to numerous risings and described in moving tenr|&
by such writers as More, Latimer and Crowley, This waf||
the beginning of the creation of a wage-earning class, thil
modern type of "proletariat", which hardly existed in the
Middle Ages.

Another result of the prosperity of trade was a great influx
of wealth into the country. The lovely stone villages of the
Cotswolds and the noble Tudor farms of the Thames Valley
are memorials of that prosperity. Much of the new wealth
was spent on the building and adorning of churches, abbeys,
chantries and colleges at Oxford and Cambridge. Some of
the greatest achievements of English architecture were built or
finished in the reign of Henry VII, the Divinity schools and
Magdalen Tower at Oxford, Henry VIFs Chapel at West-
minster, the,royal chapel at Windsor and a host of noble
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